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People's Review
March 14, 2002

Art festival on farming

BY OUR REPORTER

The Spiny Babbler arts festival
“Farming the Himalayas” took place
in association with Rotaract Club of
Kathmandu Mid-town, a youth wing
of Rotary Club of Kathmandu Mid-
town on March 11 at the Thaibu
village in Patan district. The festival
aimed to encourage local residents,
students, and educators to approach
familiar issues through the arts in
non-conventional manners.

Twenty topics related to farming
from planting, weeding, fertilizers,
irrigation, harvesting, to marketing

‘were handed out a week beforehand

LS

so that villagers, teachers, students,
and their parents could research and
write a story or essay based on the
topic. On the main festival day, 4x5
foot, mixed medium artwork was
prepared using drawing and collage
art forms.

According to Avash Piya,

coordinator of the arts festival,
Thaibu has a strong farming
community and traditions. It
represents many of the problems

faced by the people in the whole of
the Himalayan region. “We chose
this topic because we felt that these
issues that are closest to the heart
of the community and we believe
that the festival will create greater
understanding of the local people’s
day-to-day involvement in farming.”
Villagers, educators, children
and youth were the primary focus
of the program and a running shield
was presented to the finest art and
story creator, Phuchowki Higher
Secondary School. Fifteen awards
were also distributed to the local
youth and children for excellence in
story and essay writing, art and
concept, and combined
presentations according to Spiny
Babbler chairperson Para Limbu.
The arts festival will be placed on :

‘the internet at the Spiny Babbler !

Museum website att
www.spinybdbbler.org and further !
programs related to the International J
Year of the Mountains will take'
place in Sankhu and Kirtipur

communities among others, she

said.



The Kathmandu Post
March 14, 2002

Essay-'c-um-.
painting
contest ends.

Post Report
LALITPUR, March 13

The essay and painting
competition titled Agriculture in
Mountainous Regions jointly
organised by Spiny Babbler and
Rotaract Club concluded here
today. .
Fifteen people were awarded
for the best essay, states a press
release issued here today.The
competition targeted towards local
residents, teachers and students
was based on twenty different
topics like seed plantation,
germination, . gardening,
harvesting and marketing of the
crops. The essays on each topic
were presented wnh collages and
sketches.

According to one organiser of
the programme, Awas Piya, the
location Thaiba was chosen as
they too like the locals of
mountainous areas suffer from

problems related to agriculture.



People's Review
July 25-31, 2002

Sankhu Arts Heritage
Festival held

Spiny Babbler, in association with
Friends of Sankhu, held a series of arts
and research related activities
culminating in the Sankhu Arts
Heritage Festival over the weekend to
highlight the historical importance of
the township to the Kathmandu Valley
and the rest of the nation. '

A survey of the heritage sites was
undertaken and ten sites had been
identified. two months in advance by
Spiny Babbler researchers. Over a
~ period of two_months, among the
activities that were held was a
teacher’s workshop for three VDCs on
the cultural and architectural heritage
of the area.

Teachers were given ideas on how
to research, document, and present
heritage sites through written, drawn
or. painted, and sculpted means. A
workshop for students followed in
which Spiny Babbler members

assigned a heritage site each to gender- -

balanced student groups involving

-village elders and women.

According to festival coordinator,
Andrew Gamett, “They were asked to
implement what they had leamed at the
workshop: Research the site they had
been assigned to, draw four pictures
of the site from different angles, write
an essay on the site covering its history,
legends, and social significance, map
the site, and prepare to create three
dimensional sculpted miniature replicas
using locally available material of the
site.” )

Several key issues were raised and
targeted during the two month period.
According to Para Limbu, Chairperson
of Spiny Babbler, “Social barriers
cross-cutting status, gender, age, and
competition were addressed and

- teachers and students reported’

increased awareness, expression,
teamwork, and activity at the
community level.”
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The Himalayan Times
March 15, 2002

Spiny Babbler-art festivalends

Himalayan News Service

Kathmandu, March 14

The Spiny Babbler art festival
“Farming the Himalayas” took
place on March 11 at the Thaibu
village in Patan. The festival had
aimed 1o encourage the local resi-
dents, students and instructors to
approach familiar issues through
arts in non-conventional manner.

Twenty topics related to farm-
ing that ranged from planning to
marketing were handed out a
week before so that the villagers,
teachers, students and their par-
ents could research and write a
story oressay on the topic, On the
lestival day, four by live oot art-
work was vrepared using drawing
and collage art forms.

According to the press release
by Spinv Bahhlig veoae

strong farming community and
traditions.

It represents various problems
faced by people in the Himalayan
region. “We chose this topic be-
cause we felt these issues that are
closest to the heart of the commu-
nity and we believe that the festi-
val will create greater understand-
ing of the day to day involvement
in farming of locals,” said Avash
Piya, coordinator of the arts festi-
val, as per the release.

A running shield was presented
to the linest art and story creator,
Phulchowki Higher Secondary
School.

Morcover, lilteen awards were
also given away to the local youth
and children for excellence in
story and essay writing, art

and  conecept and  comhic
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The Rising Nepal
March 7, 2003

Mental patients participate
in hospital cleaning

By A Staff Reporter

patients at Lagankhel Mz=ntal
Hospital joined hands with Spiny
Babbler volunteers. school children
and local club volunteers last Saturday
morning to clean up the hospital.

According to Spiny Babbler, an
organisation working for promotion
of art, literature and social service, 60
people including its volunteers,
children from Nirmal School, Rotaract
Club volunteers and the mental
hospital's mental patents cleaned up
two truckloads of garbage including
medical waste and construction
materials littering the hospital area.

The clean-up programme was
followed by a live performance of
music and literary recital. Under the
* literary programme, ideas were
shared through recital of poetry.
story and essays.

This programme was held as part of
Spiny Babbler’s "People at Risk’
campaign that has been working with
Kanti Children’s Hospital, Lagankhel
Mental Hospital, PIN shelter house

for girls at nsk. Prisoners Assistance

CATERAANDU. March-6+ Mavtal* Mission and ROPKA shelter house - -

for street children. Under the mental
hospital programme. the mentally ill
people write poetry, essays. stories.
draw. paint, sing and dance, the Spiny
Babbler said.

|
|
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Rising Nepal
June 27, 2004

American team in
cultural exchange

By Our Correspondent

LALITPUR, June 26: An American
delegation including professors,’
headmasters and teachers took part
in a cultural exchange program today.
The event took place at the premises
of Spiny Babbler at Bakhundole,
Lalitpur.

Teachers from different educational
institutions of Kathmandu includin
Campion Kathmandu College,
Shuvatara School, Little Angels
School and Nirmal School took part]
in the program. The program feature
presentations on contemporary art,
literature, religion and culture.

Children from ROKPA, a shelter fo
street children and People In Nee
(PIN) Nepal presented tradition

Nepalese dances and the students o
Nirmal Schoal nerformed a nlav |
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THE HIMALAYAN TIMES, _
Monbay, AuGusT 30, 2004
Art today

Himalayan News Service

..................................................................

Kathmandu
S piny Babbler hosted a talk

programme on contempo-

rary art in Nepal at the Spiny
Babbler Reading Room, Sanepa
The speakers featured in the even
were Nabendra Limbu, Sujan Chi-
trakar, Sunila Bajracharya, Erina
Tamrakar and Om Khatri.

Organised as a part of its Educa-

tion Focus Programme, this event
added to the Babbler’s activities in
the promotion of arts. With the
contemporary fine arts scene in
Nepal growing more experimental,
this initiative helped expose and
explain the progress and develop-
ment of ideas.



The Rising Nepal
March 29, 2004

Book by girl gains popularity

By A Staff Reporter

KATHMANDU. March 28: A
children’s book written by a
Nepalese child has gained popularity
among the young readers and going
to benefit her disadvantaged
companions.

Shreeya Shrestha’s “The Goblin
Land"™ published by Spiny Babbler
has lucid and vivid descriptions of
fairies. The book is the testimony of
the fact that children can produce
nice books for themselves. Money
coming from the sale of the book will
go for the education of poor kids.

Here is what reviewer Tineke
Moerman has to say about Shreeya's
beautitul book, “Most of the

| children’s books are written by

adults. They write stories of which
they think children will like it. Most
of the times. children indeed like the
stories that adults have written for
them. But why don’t children write
books themselves?”

Children have enough imagination
and fantasy to make stories. Shreeya
Joshi is a good example of that. On

the age of ten she wrote The Goblin
Land, about two fairy friends
Twinkle and Starshine. says
Moerman on the book.

According to reviewer Moerman,
Shreeya describes the fairies like
everything you should expect from
a fairy. They have wings and carry
wands made of pure silver with a
star on the top. They like to sit in
the trees and listen to the birds.

Everything seems peaceful until one
day the two fairies get kidnapped
by goblins. After a journey of three
days they arrive in Goblin Land.
There they have to work in the palace
of Grumpious, the King of Goblin
Land. But Twinkle and Starshine are
very brave fairies and they make a
plan to escape. Unfortunately their
plan gets discovered and they are put
in a cave together with Flame. a
goblin dog.

They find out that Flame was
actually a goblin prince who has been
turned into a dog by Grumpious.
Together with Flame the fairies make
a new plan to escape and to give the

Goblin Land back to the real prince
and his father, the reviewer says.

It is clear that Shreeva Joshi has
imagination and fantasy. The stony
is exciting and has some unexpected
turns in it. Shreeya is able to write in
a style that is not often seen with
children. Together with the excellent
artworks of Sovit Baniya this book
will be loved by both children as well
as their parents.

People who buy the book will be
helping under-privileged girls.
because the proceeds of this book
will be donated to charities for the
education of those children. Shreeya
Joshi is a good example for other
children and hopefully The Goblin
Land will encourage more children
to write stories like this.

Spiny Babbler, a non-profit social
service and art-promoting
organisation with a team of high
spirited young people deserves
praise for bringing this book out for
young readers. Besides, the deprived
kids are going to benefit from the
proceeds of the book'’s sale.



Peoples Review
January 15-21, 2004

“My Tree” community project launched

BY OUR REPORTER

A Spiny Babbler Arts event took '
place in Thaiba VDC, Lalitpur to

. - launch the “My Tree” community

project on January 10. Dr. Mahesh

Banskota, country representative of

IDCN/World Conservation Union,
launched the event featuring a series
of activities including plays, local
dances, puppetry, and art and verbal
presentations of different project
work related to agro-forestry, tree
‘plantation, and conservation efforts.

‘Dr. Banskota distributed
certificates and awards to students
from Kshitiz, Surachana, and
Pulchowki high schools and
volunteers. Dr. Banskota said that the
program helped to create awareness
on environmental conservation and
tree plantation among children and-
adults in Thaiba.

Under this small project, Spiny
Babbler is conducting agro-forestry
related efforts that involve improved
farming methodologies over the next
eighteen months.




i The Rising Nepal
' December 19, 2004

Spiny Babbler
holds workshop
on therapeutic art

By Our Correspondent
KATHMANDU, Dec. 18: Native
American dream catchers, atoriginal
dot painting, folded monster
drawings and art work involving
curves and squiggles were some of
the ideas that came up during a
workshop organised on Therapeutic
Art International by Spiny Babbler.
The workshop was organised for
the young people who are currently
working with the terminally ill
children at the Kanti Children’s
Hospital, mental patien:s at the
Mental Hospital, and drug abusers
“at the Richmond Fellowship.
Kelly Darragh, an Australian artist
who conducted the workshop,
introduced the ideas that ar2 new to
Nepal using simple things like yamn,
bangles, pencils, beads and the
traditional Nepalese Pote (glass
beads). She said that she had learned
the ideas at her homeland. where
she creates and sells artwork.
Spiny Babbler has been working
with the Kanti Children Hospital,
the Mental Hospital and Richmond
Fellowship for more than two years,
where it has been trying to
implement a hands on therapeutic
art process. The art works created
at the workshop are very simple and
they can be used by the volunteers
to keep the patients occupiad while
giving them a ray of hope.



The Kathmandu Post
March 28, 2004

Workshops on creative

teaching methods

POST REPORT
KATHMANDU. March 27
Aiming at increasing the expo-
sure of Nepalese teachers to na-
tional and international arts as
well as latest teaching method-
ology. Spiny Babbler organized
two workshops here today.

Dave Foley and Cyndy Foley,
two English teachers from the
US convened the workshops, a
statement issued by Spiny
Babbler stated.

The workshops focused on
creative and persuasive - writ-
ing as well as on arts. A total of

35 teachers representing vari-
ous schools across the Kath-
mandu Valley participated in
the workshops.

Cindy introduced the con-
cept of teaching through a slide
show, which included non-con-
ventional items such as em-
broidery, pastel, chalk, feath-
ers, beads and butterfly wings as
some tool of expressions, the
statement said.

She urged the participating
teachers' to help students use
creative and artistic tools, said
the statement.
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Himalayan News Service
Kathmandu, February 20

Former drug abusers who had
faced social stigma today
said the arts session conducted
by the Spiny Babbler Volunteers
(SBV) at the Richmond Fellow-
ship helped them to relate their
problems with others.

Sharing his past experience of
drug addiction, Agni Ojha, a
participant at the programme,
said the art session provided
therapeutic relief to him to
relate "his™ problems which
was otherwise difficult due to

The Himalayan Times
February 21, 2005

Session conducted for former drug abusers

social stigma.

In this backdrop, the Spin
Babbler today organised a t
programme on ‘Drug Abuse and
Social Stigma in Nepal.

According to a press state-
ment issued by the Spiny
Babbler here today, the interac-
tion was organised with the aim
to educating and creating
awareness among the people

atrisk. Educational institutions,
communities and  Spiny
Babbler’s people-at-risk volun-
teers were the target groups of
the programme.

Spiny Babbler has been con-
ducting regular arts-based ther-
apeutic sessions for drug
abusers, at the Richmond Fel-
lowship, for over a year and has
given the highest priority to

people at risk.

Bishnu Sharma, coordinator
at the Richmond Fellowship
Nepal, focussed on the status of
drug abuse, prevention mea-
sures and social stigma related
to drug abuse in Nepal.

He also provided information
regarding drug abuse in South
Asia and associated social stig-
ma in Nepal.




People's Review
June 16-22, 2005

Splny Babbler launches

'd the freshwater system, Spiny
of GEF/SGP officially launched
r cosystem Management for
Sustamable.'yw‘ ihoods Project (TEMLP)' locally known
as "Mero Taudalﬂ" a'g'.ﬁof nature for human life Saturday

Vanousrmdn?xs"of arts are being used as a vital
¢ awareness, organize and implement
the achwﬁeed%latedto bio-diversity conservation efforts,
ampowering local commumty people to help them develop

“Mero Taudaha”

self-reliance and long-term capacity building in sustainable
conservation of the local freshwater ecosystem and overall
biodiversity to meet sustainable livelihoods.

The program was inaugurated by chief guest Gopal
Sherchan, GEF/SGP Country Program Coordinator and
Bishwombhar Nepal, General Secretary, Manab Kalyan
Dharma Sewa Samiti, Taudaha.

Arts Director of Spiny Babbler Ms. Param Limbu addrssed
the mass highlighting aim and objectives of "Mero
Taudaha", followed by other key speakers Gopal Sherchan,
Bishwombhar Nepal, Dr. Bishnu Bhandari and
Purushottam Budhathoki.




People's Review
January 20-26, 2005

Workshop on domestic child labour

BY OUR REPORTER

A workshop "the therapeutic effect of literature and its significance to
domestic child labour issues" organized by Spiny Babbler on January 9
participated by organization for volunteers visiting {nospitals, shelter homes,
and rehabilitation centers.

~The workshop hiFhlighted three key components:
literature, how it could be effectively used in communication that leads to
positive impact on human life, and its effectiveness on addressing domestic
child labour issues. Chairperson of Spiny Babbler, Para Limbu, led the workshop
and emphasized on why it is important for participants to be involved in using
literature as a medium to raise awareness among different target groups:
domestic child labourers, youth, teachers, leaders, and other professionals.




The Rising Nepal
February 26, 2006

Art competition
organised

By Our Correspondent

KATHMANDU, Feb 25: Spiny
Babbler organised an inter-school art
competition on the occasion of
Education Day at Shree Taudaha
Raastriya Madhyamik Vidhyalaya at
Taudaha with the aim to increase
awareness about wetland conservation.

The twenty-five students were asked
to prepare artwork dealing with issues
like bio-diversity conservation,
festivals, local legends, folklores and
wetland conservation and were judged
by professional artists from Nepal
as well as the USA,




W= favar yearee MUE 8 | S O
T S- mwmmmﬁzw
qAAfASd FXF AT T GG | TGS JIHHAT
HEGRT TG, | g& FT ATAALIATTAT 9T TTEAT = <
‘mwﬁmmmmm

— e e e < © —— -




Children take part in story writing contest

Post Report

KATHMANDU, Jan 30

Kundan Adhikari, from
Prisoners Assistance Mission
(PAM), gazes at the pictures
one by one as he ambles along,
not without a little naughti-
ness.

He is one, among the more
than sixty eager children gath-
ered at the Kanti Children’s
Hospital to view the art exhibi-
tion, “Mountains Forever”
and take part in the story writ-
ing contest. '

After having moved
through the 48 paintings with
story titles, Adhikari finally
selects “The Magic Mountain”.
[t is a colourful picture of three
clowns and mountains.

Other children, from Shel-
ter for Street Children
(ROKPA), Prisoners' Assis-
tance Mission (PAM), Peoplein
Need (PIN- Nepal), Kanti Chil-

dren’s Hospital and Choriha-
ru, are also busy stalking their
preferred pictures. They too
had to choose a picture on
which to write a story.

The story writing contest fi-
nally begins.

Adhikari, a class six student
starts writing an imaginary
story based on the picture he
has just viewed. He has an
hour within which time he
must complete his story and he
is busy scribbling away - in En-
glish.

The other children are
equally involved in their writ-
ing. Some write in Nepali and
some in English.

Evaluated on the basis of
originality, style, story, char-
acterization and presentation,
the ‘completed works} of the
children were awarded prizes.
The judges comprised well-
known figures in the literary
field, namely, Tulsi Devas,

Dwarika Shrestha and Toya
Gurung.

Sanjeevani Yonzon, a vol-
unteer from Spiny Babbler
said that the prizes consisted of
children’s books and certifi-
cates to boost the morale of the
participants, all “children at
risk”.

“We have selected these or-
ganisations, working for chil-
dren in need, but are facing dif-
ficult conditions,” she said.

Param Meyangbo, the art-
ist of the book “Mountains For-
ever”, who also does freelance
writing, is the art director at
Spiny Babbler. She said that
the book was a collection of es-
says from twenty nations.
Para Limbu, who edited the
book and Meyangbo had organ-
ised the event.

Apart from the story writ-
ing contest, the play Muna
Madan was also performed for
the benefit of the children.
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People's Review
May 11-17, 2006

"Seven Wonders of Kathmandu"
nearing completion

BY OUR REPORTER

UNESCO is working with Spiny
Babbler to come up with a unique
approach to support the World
Heritage Site of the Kathmandu
Valley.

Combining arts and high end
information technology, a feature
length musical is beina prepared
containing 3D animated characters
that interact with real life
environment.

Work on "Seven Wonders of
'Kathmandu,” is scheduled to
complete in July and the film will be
made available to television stations,
educational institutions, and
individual homes. With writing and

direction by Pallav Ranjan and voice
management by Para Limbu, the
animation-real life preduction will
be the first of its kind to be prepared
in Nepal. Spiny Babbler has been
involved in 3D media technology for
over five years and is preparing
three more features over the coming
12 month period.

With »;-oad ranging appeal, the film
is expected to contribute to better
understanding of the unique heritage
of this UNESCO World Heritage Site
and its seven cultural monument
zones - Swayambhu, Pashupati,
Bauddhanath, Changu Narayan
and the durbar squares of
Kathmandu, Patan and Bhaktapur)
nationally as well as internationally.
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The stones of the chnldren
compiled in Welcome to the
World are diverse as children who
. come from different backgrounds
hared the experiences. The

; effort- that took more than a year,
- aims to increase awareness about
. the. phght of the working

" children, not just those working .

“at others’ place but also those '
’that have to work a lot at home.

; Speakmg about thé book,’ Ran_;ah
 said, “It shows an entirely '

* different perspective of life, a
very different one from what the
privileged few experience.” He
added that the stories should be

ar, a writer of children’s
8 ushed’ a“cﬁ'rftam as]de to
shovJ wo big acrylic posters of
the covers of ‘Welcome to the
World’, a compilation of stories
and poems of working children
told by Pallav Ranjan and ‘The
Arls WeAgtion’, appreaches-qn
experiences of the past 17 years
of Spiny Babbler using the arts
to create awareness shared by
Para Limbu. More than students from 80

[P — —

hf\}i()mwm child helpers andi+*
encourage them to take better
care of the children.

able 4n;00nch. thosg; shats k}ﬂﬂ:uw vA

: schools were invdlved mtla ’

creation of the book that is a part |
o

of the ILO/IPEC’s Behaviour *
Change Commumcanon ¥ A
programme. A

Manandhar, who launched the ‘

- books, said ‘hat the children .-

people. He added that the - "

- should be shown respect so that :‘
. they grow up to be better -

oadh|
’

programme was very good for the

»'children as it involved them R
~ directly.

" Senior National Programme

Manager at United Nations

International Labour Organisation,

Yadav Amatya, inaugurated the

IHGAIHIINS it fatited Wil

from Shivapuri ‘School, Nirmal
School, St. Xuvier’s School,
Arunodaya Sccondary School,
Shuvatara School.

'
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Spiny Babbler devoted
to awareness building

By Our Correspondent

'KATHMANDU, Mar 2: People’s
expertise in their respective fields in
addition to awareness ‘and
consciousness is necessary for the
development of the country, said
Para Limbu, Vice Chairperson of
Spiny Babbler (SB), an organisation
working in awareness building
through art and literature.

Until now, many communitics even
around the Kathmandu valley do not
have enough awareness &
consciousness in the related ficld, she
told a press conference organised to
highlight the activities of SB.

It has also been working in different
fields categorized as Multi-national
Involvement, Pcople At Risk,
Education Focus and Communitics,
she added.

In the process of achicving its goal,
SB has been organising Child to Child

It organised a three-day digital

photography workshop from
February 27 to March 1 inside the
valley, with objective of giving the
participants the knowledge of
photography. About 18 schools
with 10 teachers and 36 students
were the participants, he added.

Most of the participants were the
child labors or the ones relating to
them so we have been running this
programme, he added.

Spiny Babbler is trying its hands on
videos too. It is making the
documentary on poets, writers and
musicians, publishing books on them,
making films, and helding workshops
against child labor. It has also been
cstimating to analyse the current
situation of conflict in Nepal in
comparison to other nations in the
world by using 3D Animation
method, states a press release of SB,
The SB press release further said that

<3

(€2C) prpgramipe, fasused against. w1he Sinancial belp of (L santinucs,.
domestic child labor, spid Ramash,; the, SR's programme would be

Kayastha, programme coordinator.

expanded in other parts of Nepal.
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Story contest for

By a Post Reporter

KATHMANDU June 22-
Spiny Babbler, arts and literature
organization,is holding a high-
school level short story programme
involving more than 20 nations of
the Asia Pacific region.

Students have been invited to
‘write stories related 10 mountain
issues. Such stories may be based
on broad-ranging topics such as
environment, wildlife, culture,
geography, economy, and topics

on human experience. Para Limbu.
chairperson of Spiny Babbler and
Project Leader of the programme
said the Asia Pacific Mountain
Network(APMN) is supporting
this attempt of the organization.
The short story competition is
among a series of global interaction
programmes being scheduled by
Spiny Babbler as it approaches its
10th anniversary. The Oclober
edition of the literary journal is to
cover  approximately 50
contemporary poets of the United

students

Kingdom - Patricia Oxley. editor o}
Acumen, among the finest poetry
Jjournals of the present-day England
1s putting together the edition.

Stories submitted to the
programme will be published in a
special edition of Spiny Babbler
monthly journal and distributed in
about thirty countries worldwide.

Nations participating in the
programme include Australia.
India. Indonesia. Japan. Korea.
Nepal. New Zecaland. and
Singapore.
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Faniasies put on display

= & Staff Reporter
#=mandu, April 2

#sec Manjul inaugurated "240 Fantasies" art and sculpture exhibition at Spiny Babbler, he
wwar=d his experiences with the art club participants and commented on the multi-media work
»» cisplay, earlier week.

T =xhibition was a culmination of arts products assembled over a 9-month period at the arts
.o According to Spiny Babbler over children between the ages of 4 to 14 worked extensively
= o=ate the sculptures, art in dry and wet mediums, and to record songs at a professional
=0, The paintings on display depict cultural issues

+ = mportant that young people are exposed to diverse life opportunities offered through the
==cums of the arts. Physical, aesthetic, psychological, and behavioral issues can be addressed
= ove young people greater life opportunities through broader living and informed choices,"
s=c Param Limbu director of arts programs.
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Interconnections

How different educational content and
approaches can come together

»

Similarly, when studying
physics, you need maths (eg
P=dhg or f=M*A or p=F/A) -

situations, the pyramids

not be built, we would not be able

to find solutions. -

Yet  interconnections  are

weak in today's education.

young enjoying grea
of the world

about them. A young man
studying matrix in a bachelor’s

level program
commented that his | said
he does not know why they need
to study the topic but it would
appear in their examinations.

while being wonderful writers of
literature. Nepali
are interl
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Learning the Basics

By Urvee Singh with Pallav Ranjan

As the world changes and the human being
e)\:ﬁges, edumti?n needs to c:;ter to rlt)‘asic
skills necessary or young peopie to perform
well in life. While these basics seem simple
and not very difficult to learn, they do
improve performance, add to the quality
of life and change things for-the better. The
ability of educational institutions to integrate
such learning into traditional curricula can
bring great benefits to their wards. There
are schools that shun technology altogether
vet offer exceptional education while there
are schools that entirely revolve around
the latest technologies offering exceptional
education. What type of learning is a priority
is up to the guardians and the educators of
specific institutions to select but it is clear
that additional input is needed to give the
best tools for our young to crow into.

One simple yet impor .nt ability is the
ability to type well. Today's four year olds,
such as Tejas Shrestha, are sometimes
“ware of where keys are located. Alphabets,
words, sentences can alternate between
paper and screens adding excitement to
early childhood learning. Typing well brings
several advantages. When you type on the
computer, you can concentrate on your
content rather than where the keys are. Your
thought process will not get disturbed and
the quality of the work is better. Meghana
Rajkarnikarisattemptingto dothisattheage
of 14. You do not want to lose time searching
for the correct keys, the work vou should be
finishing in half an hour will take less if you
know your basics. Sometimes we see fhat
specialists who have PhDs cannot type well,
their work becomes less professional and
convincing. We come across papers while
researchingthat haveerrors. Typos canmake
any work harder to understand and they can
lead to misinterpretation and even ridicule.
According to a former CEO of a technology
firm in the family, it is really sad when people
with Bachelors and Masters level education
in computer programming cannot type well
and make so many types that when they are
writing code and doing other essential work
their whole team is losing time and effort

ding “bugs” when they should have been
much more productive.

Understanding and learning music has
Important impact on mathematical and
logistical skills as well as qualitative living,

Knowing music is like being a person who

knows expensive chocolate tastes different
from a spoon of sugar: “sweet” both of
them are but with what difference. If we do
not know the timing, the beat of sound, the
instruments, the composition, the difference
in quality of sound and words we won't
be able to play or enjoy music properly.
ing music for years, learning the 12
notes, listening to Western and Eastern folk
and classical tunes, reading up on the history
of this art form, each successive year I find
the same notes are sounding more beautiful
adding another dimension to how to play,
‘how to hear, and how to take joy from the
same thing. I think about Mozart who started
composing music when he was five,

The human being has been swimming since
the earliest days. Michael Phelps has won 52
gold medals and started learning at the age of
six and by the he was 16, he won an Olympic
gold. I am inspired by the young Nepalese
swimmers learning under senior coaches at
Nepal's national stadium. Their strength and
stamina is amazing.

Swimming can be called an essential life skill.
If we look at evolution and Darwin’s theory,
we came out of the water after all. If we learn

to swim correctly it may be a savior for us
and others. This summer, I and friends were
caught in a big two way storm in the middle
of Begnas Lake. While I feared for the boat,
I knew I could swim and was more worried
about two friends on the boat who conld
not. One had a life jacket and one did not!
Moreover, during normal circumstances, we
can exercise, enjoy quality time swimming.
Those with problems that stop them from
Jjogging, cycling can find solace in the water
where the hard pull of gravity is cushioned by
the buoyancy of water especially as we grow
older. Having learned under a professional
coach, 1 realize that someday I myself may
want to teach others the love of swimming
and diving. Such wonderful activities have
to be shared.

Another necessary life skill is the ability to
do well in culinary arts. Cooking makes you
self reliant. Our lives are governed by food,
breakfast, lunch, tea, dinner, maybe snacks
in between. Good eating makes life much
more enjoyable, When something special is
served, we know immediately that there is
a difference and our palates are more aware,
Additionally, learning fire skills so you can
cook in a jungle, survive in the extremes,
knowing what plants are good and bad and
how they can be processed to suit human
needs. Such knowledge may not only improve
our outdoors experience and confidence but
ifthere is an incident, may make a difference
between being able to survive or go extinct.
Cooksalso learn hygiene and so can buy fresh
produce and meat and be health conscious. A
Nepali young woman, Shreeya Joshi wrote a
book that at the age of 11 about an adventure
in fairyland. We were asked to write 10 pages
a day at school for a whole term so that our
writing speed and content would improve
and what we were saying made more sense.
Of course, writing is a great skill to teach the
young. No matter what career we grow into,
writing and presentation and making sense
of things is an essential part of living.

There i3 so much to prioritize. It may not
be possible to do everything, It is up to
educational establishments to offer what is
most necessary for their wards. Is it enongh
just to provide book based learning? Perhaps
not. Guardians and educators need to look
beyond what is in front of them in the search
for relevant education and identification of
what are the basics in life.
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- The search for education

Education: “a wealth of knowledge
an

the world: hence the need to celebrate,
A

|~ is an inadequate form of education
ithat fails to capture what is really
l.aorhm about being and becoming
wducated. The process of becoming
educated is perhaps the most
| Important aspect of our daily life. With
0 you are able to purchase
fccurately, think clearly, and act
offectively to achleve self-selected
#koals and aspirations. Everything we
are, how we choose fo live our Lives,
Ahie values that we, our families, our
societies, and ultimately our nations
and world hold is infu by the

and learn from the huge
wealth of the indigenous, the elderly,
and thi different.

Education does not mean getting
Specific  skills necessary to get
employment. It means the knowlegdge,
the information, and develops you from
each and every angle and everything.
It makes you smarter and helps you
contribute to your own life, the life of
the family, and the community around
you. Human beings get education from
their own experiences while teaching
tools and personnal help bring them
into perspective and fill in basies nnd
gaps in understanding. In today’s
world, it doesn't mean you need to get
@ teacher to make you educated or a
school to be an educated person, home
schools are a great way that learning

is achieved in the ab of formal

A

process of ed: we gn ugh.
[The act or process of imparting or
#cquiring particular knowledge or
skills or of imparting or acquiring
general knowledge (by that | do not
mean the somewhat meaningless
numbers and irrelevant facts that are
memorized for quiz competitions) and
feveloping the powers of reasoning
ind judgment is education. Without
Mucation tite life of a human being
operate  we'l. Education
jedches lessons of humanity. It shows
flearly why it is necessary for eyery
uman being and here it s important
© note and respect that people who
e not literate but have their 'own
inderstanding and “educated” view of

by this exploration, becomes & process
R M TR ot
T
success and greater opportunities.

Some private_schools are telling us
that they provide swimming classes.
But due to a maximum number of

be able to teach all the students how
to play flute when he spends time
disciplining them? The teacher teaches
only those who are really interested
and who are concentrating. What will
happen to other students? The teacher
would never be able to care about them.
Here' the number game comes into
play. Quality of care is important. The

+ schools mean well, the Opportunity is

there for those who will take it, but not
every child is a prodigy, odunluu.m
be taken where they need to go.

One of the reasons that our country
is not, developed is citied as lack of
education. Nowadays the government
is building schools but not only in

towns, Villages have schools ard .

the hook based learning is available
to more people. Private schools are
offering excellent book based learning.
H \ for this’ ion, learning
from the book is not the only important
thing: talent development, disc!
hours, and optional ways of living
life is also important. Some schools
are trying to develop and educate the
student by offering life opportunities
and extra-curricular activities like
i music lessons, art, science

young sent to the 18 pool, the

- student only splashes in water and

play rather than learns how to swim.
There just aren't enough instructors
or they are not familiarized with how
to teach in numbers. In a similar case
schools are telling us that they have
flute lessons too. But they have more
than thirty children in a class with
justone teacher. How much individual
attention will they get? Will the teacher

specials. But the concepts are hard to
follow because economics play a part
and when the number of students
is high it is easy to it is the
“students" that are the focus,

When it is hard to even know who is

“understanding” what is being shared .

and who is having real problems
students fail and are withdrawn
from school instead improving their

writer and Urvee Wustrator, are members of th .
Bipasana Bajracharya, an Singh, are | g

school always focused on the one
‘who always came first in the class.
The school didn't know why was he
failing or what to do about it. .

Education should empower us to
envision a better world than the
one that confronts us and equip

us with the knowledge, (ools,
and experfence to make change.
We need education to give us the
‘knowledge and skills to partici,ar

in soclety in a meaningful a4
productive way, What's the se
of an approach that keeps
“learning” for decades when yo

don’t know how to eujoy the + it
that is life?
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